FROM THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

November 10, 2011
Fellow Youth In Government Participants,

As Governor of the 2011 Lewis State Convention, | would like to be the first to welcome you to the
63rd Annual Missouri YMCA Youth In Government State Convention. After a full year of planning, the state
directors, program advisors, your other executive officers, and myself have put together a fantastic three-
day schedule designed to truly immerse each one of you in the democratic process of the great state of
Missouri. No matter which program area you are participating in — from CLI to the Senate — | can assure you
that your time here will be most enjoyable.

The Missouri YMCA Youth In Government program provides an experience unlike any other in this
state. Student leaders from across Missouri come together to discuss issues that are important to them, see
firsthand how our government functions, and develop skills that can be used to make a genuine impact in
their schools, communities, and beyond. You have the unique opportunity to participate in one of the nation’s
elite Youth in Government programs alongside some of our state’s most outstanding individuals, and as a five
year veteran of the program, | offer this one piece of advice: make the most of your time here. Ask questions,
meet new friends, but most importantly, participate in every way possible and enjoy the short time we are
here together.

Please understand what a privilege it is to be allowed to utilize our state capitol during this
convention. | simply ask that you continue to respect it as you have in the past so that others may be
granted this same opportunity in the years to come. Also, | encourage you to show your appreciation to the
individuals that make the Youth In Government experience so memorable: the hotel staff, capitol staff, and
most of all, the advisors. These groups work endlessly, both visibly and behind the scenes, to ensure that the
convention runs smoothly, and they absolutely cannot be praised enough.

Feel free to contact me or my staff at any time if you have any questions or comments — | would be
glad to help you in any way possible. It is an honor to serve as your Governor, and | look forward to working
with you over the next several days. Once again, enjoy this great opportunity and have an outstanding
convention.

Best Regards,

Michael Perll

™




CLI PREPARATION KIT

The Preparation Kit provides the foundation for discussion and debate during the Civic Leadership Institute.
Each student is expected to review the Preparation Kit prior to the State Convention, and develop written
answers to the questions/topics below. Each student should bring these written answers with them to the
State Convention. Your answers do not need to be long essays. However, please give the questions
sufficient attention and consideration when answering them.

FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

Technology / Social Networking

1.

How often do you use the Internet? Do you use social networking websites, such as Facebook,
Google+, or Twitter? Do you feel safe when using these websites?

Where did you learn how to use the Internet? Do you feel safe when using the Internet? Did you
receive any guidance on what are appropriate and inappropriate behaviors on the Internet?

What can be done to better educate youth about the Internet? Can your school do anything to help
prepare youth for the Internet? Are any websites blocked on school computers?

School Safety

1.

How does school safety affect you as an individual? How does school safety affect the community

you live in?

2. What does your school do to promote school safety? Do you feel safe at your school? Please explain
your answer.
3. What do you think are some possible solutions to school violence? How would these solutions affect
you and your school?
FOR HEALTHY LIVING

Health and Wellness

1.

Do you feel your school offers a variety of healthy food choices in your school lunch room? Would
you make any changes to the choices?

2. Does your school offer P.E. as a daily or weekly class? Do you feel your school should offer more
opportunities for fitness activities?

3. Do you feel well educated on health, nutrition, and fitness? If no, how could you become more
educated on these topics?

Smoking

1. How does smoking affect you as an individual? Do you know of any youth that smoke? How do you
think smoking affects the community you live in?

2. Many cities and counties have enacted laws which prohibit smoking in all public places, including
restaurants. What do you think of these laws? Do you think they will have an impact on smoking?

3. What role could or should government have in reducing the use of tobacco?



FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Community Service

1.

What is community service? Do you participate in any community service activities? At some schools
in Missouri, community service hours are required. Do you believe this is appropriate? Do you feel
this should also apply to middle school/junior high students?

What types of activities or services would not be provided in your community or school without
others volunteering their time and talents?

What can be done to increase the desire of youth to participate in community service activities in
your community?

Environment

1.

What sort of environmental issues do we face as a state? Are there any environmental issues you
face in your community? What can be done to address these issues by our state and communities?

Does your school encourage you to minimize your consumption? For example, do teachers use both
sides of paper? Are you encouraged to not be wasteful with supplies and food?

What can our state do to help improve our environment? What can your community and school do to
improve our environment? What can you do to help improve our environment?



PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

EXPLANATION OF PROCEDURES

Any number of motions and procedures may arise in the course of a legislative session. All motions and the
rules by which they may be used, such as whether or not a second is required, are outlined on the
Parliamentary Procedure Chart which follows. Generally, each bill is handled in the same manner. The
following procedures are the ones most commonly used in the legislative process:

Initially, a motion is made to introduce a bill. The Floor Leader, when recognized by the presiding officer,
says, | move for perfection and final passage of...” and indicates the originating chamber and bill number.
The presiding officer asks if an author or sponsor is present, and the appropriate legislator rises. The
presiding officer then tells the legislator to state her/his name and delegation then proceed.

The author or sponsor may request to reserve closing remarks and then gives a presentation speech on the
bill. Next the presiding officer calls for speeches in opposition and affirmation, which legislators make to
debate the bill. During this time, legislators may rise to a point of information, which allows them to
question the author or sponsor in order to understand better the intent of the bill.

One possible motion that may occur amidst debate is to amend the bill. All amendments must be written and
submitted to the Reading Clerk as, or before, the motion is made to amend. Once an amendment is brought
to the floor, it is debated and voted on separately from the bill. Another motion that may occur if the body
becomes weary of debate is to table the bill or amendment. Bills or amendments which have been tabled
cannot be taken up again without a majority vote.

In order to conclude any debate, the Floor Leader must call or move the previous question. If two-thirds of
the members registered in the chamber approve this motion, then the body votes on the bill or amendment.
No further debate or amendments may be offered once the previous question is called and approved. The
author or sponsor, however, will be allowed to give closing remarks if previously requested. Finally, the body
votes to pass or fail the bill or amendment and then moves on to the next item of business.

If at any time the procedures of the body become unclear to a member, he/she may consult the presiding
officer by rising and saying, "l have a parliamentary inquiry.” Further, if the body deviates from
parliamentary procedure or a legislator violates the rules of conduct, any member may protest the violation
with a “Point of order.” These two motions help each member and the body maintain decorum within the
chamber.

MAKING MOTIONS

There are four different types of motions. Main motions are used to introduce business to the body and
they provide the basis for most other motions. Only one main motion may be handled at a time. Subsidiary
motions help dispose of main motions so that new business can be introduced. Incidental motions are used
to handle specific procedures relating to the business before the chamber. Privileged motions are used to
address pressing matters in the chamber. So that business is handled in an efficient, fair, and orderly
manner, members must use motions according to specific guidelines as listed in the Parliamentary Procedure
Chart. The seven questions below will help members make sure their motions are in order.



QUESTIONS TO ASK ABOUT MOTIONS

1. Isitinorder? The motion must relate to the business at hand and be presented at the right time. It
also must not be obstructive or frivolous.

2. May linterrupt the speaker? Some motions are so important that the speaker may be interrupted.
See the chart for details.

3. Dolneedasecond? Most motions require the support of another member in order to be considered
by the entire body. A member usually signifies her/his support by saying, "Second.”

4. Isit debatable? Most motions are debatable so that the majority may decide how the body will
proceed. Some motions, however, ensure the individual’s right to act and thus are not debatable.

5. Canit be amended? Some motions can be altered by removing and/or inserting provisions from
and/or into the original. Amendments must relate to the question currently before the chamber.

6. What vote is needed? Most motions need a majority vote to pass. Some motions, usually
concerning the rights of legislators, require support from two-thirds of the registered members.

7. Canit be reconsidered? Some motions can be debated and voted on a second time to give
legislators a chance to change their minds. Motions to reconsider must be made by a member who
originally voted with the prevailing side.






