IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
YIG COUNTY MISSOURI

Megan McAllister
Plaintiff
vs.
Monica Ryan

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Cause No. 10 - CC - 002

STATEMENT OF THE CASE
Plaintiff Megan McAllister (“McAllister”) is an 18 year old senior at Hillcrest High
School (“Hillcrest”) in Yig City, Missouri. She is suing Monica Ryan (“Ryan”), who is
also 18 years old and a senior at Hillcrest. The lawsuit arises out of a one car automobile
accident that occurred on the parking lot of the Sonic Drive In located in Yig City.
McAllister claims that Ryan was negligent in the operation of a 2007 Toyota Prius,
resulting in personal injuries to McAllister. Defendant Ryan claims that she was not
negligent, but rather, that the accident was the result of a defect in the Prius with the gas
pedal and floor mat resulting in the gas pedal becoming stuck in an accelerated position.
McAllister and Ryan have known each other since 7th grade, when they both moved to
Yig City and started junior high together. They were best friends before the accident.
The accident occurred on June 2, 2014 at approximately 10:00 p.m. at the Sonic located
at the Sonic on Hwy MM in Yig City. McAllister and Ryan both worked at a Fashion
Bug store located nearby. They both worked that night. After closing the store, they
headed to Sonic to grab a burger and soda.
Ryan drove McAllister to and from work when they were on the same shift. McAllister
has a driver’s license but no vehicle. Ryan drove a 2007 Toyota Prius owned by her
parents. McAllister helped pay for the gas in return for Ryan providing her rides to work.
Fashion Bug has a rule prohibiting cell phone use and texting while on duty. As such,
both had several text messages and voicemail messages to review after work. McAllister
sat in the front passenger seat. Ryan drove the car to Sonic. As soon as they got in the
car, McAllister started checking her text messages and voicemail messages. There is a
dispute between McAllister and Ryan about whether Ryan was checking hers as well
during the drive to Sonic.
They arrived at Sonic and parked in a space on the left as you first drive into the lot.
They did not order immediately. Both were checking texts, returning texts, and retrieving
voicemail messages. Before they could order, McAllister picked up a text message from
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Troy Jordan, who she had gone on a first date with the week before. Admittedly,
McAllister had a huge crush on Jordan. Jordan wanted to meet McAllister at the park at
10:15 p.m. McAllister was very excited and asked if Ryan could go through the drive
thru instead and then take her to the park to meet up with Troy. Ryan agreed.
Ryan backed out of the stall and pulled forward to the drive through order board. They
ordered their food and then pulled around to the other side of the building to the drive
through pick up area. There was a line of three (3) cars in front of them. After the car in
front of them pulled away, the Prius suddenly accelerated at an increasingly high rate of
speed. Fearing they would go out into busy traffic on Hwy MM, Ryan swerved and they
ended up crashing into the outside eating area of the Sonic where the car came to rest.
The impact was severe enough to cause both the driver side and passenger side air bags to
deploy.
Both McAllister and Ryan were injured in the accident, and taken to Yig County hospital
by ambulance. Ryan broke her right leg. McAllister’s injuries were more severe. She
hit her head on the passenger side door and broke both her right arm and right leg.
Witnesses for the Plaintiff
Megan McAllister
Joy Rawlings (Sonic employee)
Witnesses for the Defendant
Monica Ryan
John Lawton (Sonic employee)

In this case, the Plaintiff and Defendant have entered into the following Stipulations of
Fact, which both parties can use as evidence in the case.
1.
The 2007 Prius does not have the defect identified in the most recent recall of
Toyota vehicles, identified on the attached News Release titled “Customer FAQS
Regarding the Sticking Accelerator Pedal and Floor Mat Pedal Entrapment Recalls” as
the “Sticking Accelerator Pedal Recall”. However, the 2007 Prius was subject to recall
identified on the attached News Release as the “Floor Mat Pedal Entrapment Recall”.
The Ryans did not have the mechanical work performed to remedy the potential defect.
2.
The Plaintiff and Defendant stipulate that they have both had mechanical engineer
experts examine the 2007 Prius driven by Monica Ryan. The experts agree that there is
no way to conclusively determine whether an issue with the driver’s side floor mat
caused or contributed to cause the accident due to the extensive damage to the interior of
the Prius caused by the accident itself. The experts both agree that there was nothing
mechanically wrong with the brake pedal or braking system at the time of the accident.
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DEPOSITION OF MEGAN MCALLISTER
Comes now Megan McAllister, and having been first duly sworn upon her oath,
states to the Court as follows: My name is Megan McAllister. I am 18 years old and a
Senior at Hillcrest High School in Yig City, Missouri. Before this year, I was active in
sports, and in particular I was a member of the Varsity Basketball team. I will not be able
to play basketball this year as a result of the injuries I sustained in the car accident at the
Sonic on June 2, 2014.
I was riding in a Prius driven by my supposed best friend Monica Ryan at the time
of the accident. I thought Monica was my best friend. We met at the beginning of 7 th
grade during orientation. We had both just moved to Yig City. We hit it off
immediately. Monica has a good sense of humor and is outgoing. We were fast friends,
going to the mall to hang out, to movies, to the pool in the summer, etc. We shared all of
our secret hopes, desires, and dreams. We even worked together at Fashion Bug last
school year and up to the day of the accident.
Monica always texted and talked on her cell phone while driving. We both took
driver’s education class and the law about no texting was covered in the class. I was even
at her house when Monica’s dad lectured her on not using the cell phone while driving.
I don’t remember all the details about the accident because I hit my head in the
accident and was knocked out cold for a few days. I did talk to a police officer
investigating the accident when I woke up, but I was still really out of it. Exhibit 1 is part
of the police report, and it is what I told the police officer when interviewed after I woke
up in the hospital. However, I do now remember that Monica was texting at the time of
the accident. My memory has gotten better over time. Monica wasn’t paying attention. I
think she mistook the gas pedal for the break as we were waiting for the people in the car
in front of us to get their food. To my knowledge she did not have the car in PARK when
the car lurched forward. I think she thought she was pressing the brake pedal when
instead she pressed the gas pedal.
As a result of hitting the driver’s side passenger window, not only was I knocked
out but I had to have 55 stitches stretching from my forehead to the back of my head on
the right side. So, I had to have part of my head shaved. It took about 6 months to fully
grow back and was very embarrassing to me. As far as being knocked out, I suffered a
concussion and am still having problems from it. I have severe headaches that I never
had before. When I get them I have to lie down in a dark room for hours. I get them
probably 3 times a week. I also have blurred vision. That has improved since the
accident but I still get blurred vision 2 or 3 times a week, and it lasts until I am able to
rest. I also fractured my right forearm in 3 places. I had a hard cast for 8 weeks. It still
aches daily and I am not as strong as I used to be. I also fractured my lower right leg. I
had a hard cast that was non weight bearing for two weeks and then a soft cast for 4
weeks.
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I am told that the scarring on my forehead from the accident will always be there.
It is embarrassing and I am totally self-conscious about it. I lost my chance with Troy
Jordan who I had had a crush on since the 8th grade. He is the biggest hunk at our
school. I will never forgive Monica for stealing him from me. I can’t believe while I
was in the hospital suffering Monica moved right in and took Troy away from me. I will
never forgive Monica.
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DEPOSITION OF JOY RAWLINGS
Comes now Joy Rawlings, and having been first duly sworn upon her oath, states to the
Court as follows: My name is Joy Rawlings. I am 16 years old. I am a sophomore at
Hillcrest High School in Yig City, Missouri. I worked at Sonic as a car hop last summer.
I started there right after school got out on May 15, 2014. I had been working about 2
weeks when the accident involving Megan McAllister and Monica Ryan happened.
I was on duty the night of the accident. Sonic stays open until midnight. I started work
that day at 4:00 p.m. The accident happened about 10:00 p.m. I know Megan and
Monica. I am friends with Megan’s little sister Meredith. I have talked with Megan
about the accident since it happened. She is real upset about Monica stealing her
boyfriend Troy Jordan.
I did witness the accident on June 2, 2014. I was actually bringing Megan and Monica’s
order to their car when it happened. I was just walking out with the tray in hand. It had
two Route 44 size drinks and one bag with 2 burgers and 2 orders of tater tots. I am 5’1”
But I could see over the drinks and bag. I was about 10 feet away from the car when it
started accelerating. I saw Monica in the driver’s seat. She had her iphone in front of her
and she was clearly texting. I saw her fingers moving. She was not looking up. All of a
sudden, the car started moving forward. Everything happened suddenly. It looked like
she threw down the cell phone and put her hands on the wheel. She swerved and drove
the car into the front eating area. It hit the concrete tables and the order boards. I
dropped the tray and ran to the car. Megan was unconscious and her head was bleeding.
I immediately called 911. Monica was conscious, and screaming in pain. She was
saying “I killed Megan! I killed Megan!”
I did give my statement to the police, and I recognize Exhibit 2. However, I did not tell
the police officer that I couldn’t see inside the car, and Exhibit 2 does not accurately
reflect what I told the police.
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DEPOSITION OF MONICA RYAN
Comes now Monica Ryan, and having been first duly sworn upon her oath, states to the
Court as follows: I am Monica Ryan. I am a Senior at Hillcrest High School in Yig City,
Missouri. I am 18 years old.
I was in a horrible car accident on June 2, 2014 at about 10:00 p.m. I was driving a Red
Prius. My mom and dad owned it. It was the car I primarily drove. I have had my
driver’s license since June of 2012. I have never had another accident and have never
received a traffic ticket.
I do have an iphone. I do send and receive text messages on my iphone. I do not ever
use my iphone for texting or making or receiving calls while driving. I was not texting or
talking on my iphone at the time of the accident on June 2, 2014.
The Prius is a 2007 and does have an Electronic Throttle Control System. I had not had a
problem with sudden acceleration of the car prior to June 2, 2014. Megan and I worked
at Fashion Bug on the 2nd. We got off work about 9:30 p.m. We decided to stop at Sonic
to get something to eat and drink. We did initially pull into a parking space to order.
Megan was picking up messages. She said she had a message from Troy Jordan. I did
not see the message. She said he wanted to meet at the park at 10:15 p.m. She asked if
we could use the drive thru and then go meet him. I said okay.
After we placed our order, I rounded the corner. There were 3 cars ahead of us. I
stopped and put the car in park. When the 1st car moved forward, I put the car in drive
and pulled forward. I did the same thing when the 2nd car pullout out. The problem
occurred as the 3rd car pulled away. I specifically remember that I had both hands on the
steering wheel. I took my right had off to put the car in drive. I had my right foot on the
brake pedal. I moved it to the gas pedal but before I even put my foot on the gas pedal
the car just took off at a high rate of speed. I put my foot on the brake, but the car just
kept going faster and faster. I decided to swerve left instead of going out into traffic on
MM. It is a busy highway that time of night. After swerving the next thing I remember
is waking up in the ambulance.
I did go out with Troy Jordan a few times that summer after the accident. I knew him
before, but not that well. He came and saw me at the hospital after the accident. He told
me that he had gone out with Megan to meet me, and that he had asked her to go to the
park because he knew I would be bringing her. I really like Troy a lot, but when I found
out how much it upset Megan that I went out with him, I broke it off.
Megan knows that the accident was caused by a Toyota defect. She is just trying to
punish me because of my going out with Troy.
I do have automobile insurance through State Farm with limits of $1,000,000 per
accident.
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DEPOSITION OF JOHN LAWTON
Comes now John Lawton, and having been first duly sworn upon his oath, states to the
Court as follows: My name is John Lawton. I am 17 years old. I am a Senior at
Hillcrest High School in Yig City, Missouri. I know both Megan McAllister and Monica
Ryan. I have known them since 7th grade. I have lived in Yig City all my life.
I work at Sonic. I have worked there since I was 16. I was working on the night of June
2, 2014. My shift was 4:00 p.m. to closing - midnight. I did witness the car accident. I
was sweeping the sidewalk right next to the drive through pick up area. I could see
Monica clearly from where I was standing. She had her window rolled down. The radio
was on. She was in view the whole time they were waiting. If I remember there were 2
cars in front of them when they first pulled up. I was sort of taking my time because
Monica is so beautiful I just like looking at her. Anyway, she was definitely not texting
or talking on her cell phone. Joy Rawlings is just lying.
When the 2nd car pulled out, I saw Monica, and she was definitely looking where she was
going. She had both hands on the wheel. The car just took off at a high rate of speed.
Monica’s eyes were as big as saucers, and she was screaming “I CAN’T STOP THE
CAR!”
I did give my statement to the police, and Exhibit 3 accurately reflects what I told the
police. The police never asked me about whether I saw Monica texting or using her cell
phone so I didn’t say anything about that one way or the other to him.
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